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dispensation of God's mercy, permitting in her what law and
nature denied to all other women. And If she humbled herself
in God's presence, he, John Knox, was ready to justify her
authority and regiment with tongue and pen, as the Holy Ghost
had justified the same in Deborah, another peculiar dispensa-
tion. "Forget your birth/ he adjured her, cand all title which
thereupon doth hang; and consider deeply how, for fear of your
life, you did decline from God and bow in idolatry. Let it not
appear a small offence in your eyes.5 * Such as refuse the counsel
of the faithful, appear it never so sharp, are compelled to follow
the deceit of flatterers, to their own perdition/ No wonder that
Cecil warned his colleagues at the Border not to mention Knox's
wsarne in their letters: of all others it was the most odious at
Court. They were to send on any communications they received
from him, but it was Cecil's custom to suppress them: 'they do
no good here.5 c God keep us from such a visitation as Knox has
attempted in Scotland/ prayed Archbishop Parker; 'the people
to be orderers of things.' To which Elizabeth would have given
a decided eAmen!5

Fortune proved a sorry jade to the Congregation. Their men
were beaten in almost every fight with the Regent's troops, and
towards the end of 1559 it became clear that they lacked the
means and the resolution to dislodge the French forces already
in Scotland; much less would they be able to face the fleet and
army then preparing in France. More vigorous and open help
would have to come from England. This, however, was the
point at which Elizabeth was likely to stick. For anything short
of open hostilities she was quite ready. William Winter, for ex-
ample, was given charge of a fleet, told to sail to Berwick, and
thence to the Firth of Forth where he was to prevent any suc-
cour in the form of victuals or men reaching the Regent and to
do all the damage he could to any French ships at sea or in the
Firth. But his actions were to be unauthorized, and he was to
make what excuses he could to save the Queen from ail responsi-
bility. At the same time an army of four thousand foot and two
thousand horse was levied, to be quartered at Berwick under the
Command of the Duke of Norfolk, Cecil wanted this army to